* Play Date: Elephants

BOOKS

Elmer, David McKee

Strictly No Elephants, Lisa Mantchev
Elephants Cannot Dance, Mo Willems
A Parade of Elephants, Kevin Henkes
Natumi Takes the Lead, Gerry Ellis

BIG PICTURE

Play dates offer many opportunities for social-emotional development, intellectual
growth, as well as gross and fine motor skill progress. Focused, purposeful play dates
create strong bonds between children, but the trick is to do so without over-managing
their time together. Or creating too much stress for parents. Play dates are about fun
and joy for everyone.

Choosing a theme for the play date, collecting resources, completing any preparation
before, and communicating clearly with other parents will ensure a wonderful time for
the children. BUT, you know anything can happen when toddlers are together so
remember to stay flexible in the moment.

“WE ARE CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR MOMENTS OF JOY & FUN” - tattoo this motto
on your arm or post it where you will see it often. If you are stressed about the play
date, your child will also be stressed.

Finally, decide if you want to create a way for your child to remember the summer of
play dates. Being able to remember the progression of time and events is important for
cognitive development.

Elephants: The books in this theme provide lots of exposure to

e New vocabulary — we learn words by hearing them repeated in context.
o Shapes
Numbers
Color names
Ballet dance terms
Parade
e The concepts of family & friendship, same-similar-different, inclusion, daytime-
nighttime, parades
e Character traits such as acceptance, inclusivity, kindness
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CHECKLISTS, RESOURCES, ETC.

BEFORE PLAY o Collaborate on book choices; buy or borrow from the library
DATE If alternating play dates, distribute activities
o Create a general schedule for the play date, i.e. the order and length
of activities.
o Read the selected books to your child a few times before the week of
the play dates
o If alternating play dates, decide if all books will be shared at both
play times or not - perhaps you will want to read different books
o Decide if you would like to create a way to remember the play dates
o Print out photographs to add to a small album
o Create a wall or door size poster of photos and crafts; you can
add items after each play date
o Hang a clothes line along a long wall and clip crafts to it as the
summer progresses
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BOOKS Elmer, David McKee

Strictly No Elephants, Lisa Mantchev
Elephants Cannot Dance, Mo Willems
A Parade of Elephants, Kevin Henkes

Natumi Takes the Lead, Gerry Ellis

PHYSICAL Animal Parade by Busy Toddler
ACTIVITIES

A QUICK & EASY TODDLER ACTIVITY

Directions here.

If you do not want to purchase a bucket of animals, ask each child to bring
their own little animals to the play date. (Make sure parents mark their
child’s animals!) This play is excellent for hand-eye coordination as well as
developing sorting and organizing skills; it is also excellent for learning to
share and take turns if all of the children are developmentally ready. Most
likely, you will want to provide a sheet with a parade route for each child at
the play date.
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https://busytoddler.com/2018/09/animal-parade/

Kid Ballet by Sarah the Ballet Coach

LIVE

AT HOME

For 2-5 year olds

The

This is a 25 minute lesson just for Littles! Bring a toy - elephants are
welcome! The video can be broken up into smaller chunks.

Play Elephants!

Teach toddlers how to lumber around the yard or room raising their arm in
front of their head and trumpet. The trumpeting noise should be quite fun
since it must be LOUD. This is an excellent gross motor activity for outside!

IDEAS FOR
ART
ACTIVITIES

Cardboard Tube Elephant by Creative Family Fun

Directions here

Warning: Some toddlers may swallow googly eyes! You could use
paper eyes instead.

Sponge Painted Elmer by Buggy and Buddy

SronGe PaiNTED ELMER

Directions here
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https://creativefamilyfun.net/cardboard-tube-elephant-craft/
https://buggyandbuddy.com/sponge-painting-elmer-elephant/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/fJy5FyFZZ38?feature=oembed

Homemade Body Paint at KiwiCo

Directions here

Once the body paint is made, it might be wise to use it outside with the rule
that everyone paints their own body - just like Elmer the Elephant. Keep
the hose handy for clean-up time.

SNACK IDEAS

Elmer the Elephant Bento Box Lunch

An Elephant Never Forgets, Fruit & Yogurt
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https://www.kiwico.com/diy/play-learn/fun-games/homemade-body-paint
https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/bento-lunches/lunches/elmer-the-elephant-themed-lunch-linky
https://healthandfoodforum.wordpress.com/2010/05/06/healthy-snacks-your-kids-wont-pass-up/

FIELD TRIP
IDEAS

If there is not a zoo near you, try a virtual field trip. Many Zoos and Wildlife
Refuges around the world have live cams open to view elephants (which
can be a hit or miss in a Refuge) or virtual field trips.

Check out the OregonZoo’s Elephants Playing in a Pool.

Other field trip ideas include

e contacting your local dance studios to see when performances will be
held

e watching for local summer events that include a parade

e creating your own neighborhood parade

AFTER PLAY
DATE

Read the books - especially the ones your child prefers — for the next week
Talk about what your child did during the play dates

e Remind him or her of the order of activities
e Ask what the other child(ren) liked the most
e Ask what your child liked best

Keep notes for yourself (and the other parents) on what worked and what
didn’t for future play date activities

RESOURCES

Books These books should be available at your local library. If you want to purchase
them, please buy them through Bookshop.org. I am an affiliate of Bookshop.org and will
receive a small commission if you click through and make a purchase. Thanks.

BOOKS FOR SUMMER PLAY DATES, 2021
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https://bookshop.org/lists/books-for-summer-play-dates-2021
https://www.youtube.com/embed/HxjVO3uh1BM?feature=oembed

YOUR NOTES
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